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THE 
AXEL

VERVOORDT 
STANDARD

Right-hand page: one of the corridors of
'Kanaal', the small village where the headquar-
ters of the world wide Axel Vervoordt activities
is based. In 1999, the company moved to this
vast site of a former malting complex originally
built in 1857, a stone throw away of the Bel-
gian city of Antwerp. 
Here are the exhibition spaces located of Axel
Vervoordt Gallery, created in 2011 by Boris 
Vervoordt. It is also the place of the art col-
lection of the Axel & May Vervoordt Foundation.
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Left: the ‘Karnak’ space at ‘Kanaal’, the headquarters of the
Axel Vervoordt imperium. The columns support the silos of
a former malting complex, a daughter company of the
Heineken group. The sandstone sculptures are Buddha tor-
sos from the Mon Dvaravati Dynasty, Angkor Borei style, 7th
- 8th centuries. From the private collection of the Axel &
May Vervoordt Foundation.

For more than fifty years Axel Vervoordt has set the

standards in the fields of antiques, arts and interior

design. He left his mark all over the planet with his ap-

proach and taste. His name became a well-known brand

for connoisseurs and is in the meanwhile the umbrella

for all family activities. 

These are recently concentrated in ‘Kanaal’ in a former

malting complex near the Belgian city of Antwerp. It is

home to the collection of the Axel & May Vervoordt

Foundation directed by son Boris. He organizes special

exhibitions like the one with the artists Peter Buggen-

hout and Per Kirkeby.

It all started in 1969 when he bought a collection of 15th and 16
century houses, known as Vlaeskensgang, in desperate need
of restoration. He restored the houses one by one. Here he laid
the foundation for his future fame.

Still loyal to their early roots in now-preserved Baroque center
of Antwerp, Axel and May Vervoordt bought the Castle of 
‘s-Gravenwezel in 1984. Inspired by a desire to live more along-
side nature, became fast a magnet for all lovers of high-end
antiques, special objects and arts in the world.
They came here to enjoy the way of life and the arts of the Ver-
voordts or to listen to special concerts.

In 1999, the company moved to new home known as Kanaal,
located in Wijnegem, twenty minutes east of Antwerp. Origi-
nally built in 1857, the vast site was a former distillery and malt-
ing complex. The existing architecture included brick ware-
houses and concrete grain silos situated along the banks of
the Albert Canal.
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Below: Boris Vervoordt, one of the
sons of Axel and May Vervoordt.
He created Axel Vervoordt Gallery
in 2011 with locations at Kanaal,
Wijnegem Belgium and in Hong
Kong.

Beside that and right-hand page:
art works by Peter Buggenhout at
the Patio Gallery and the Terrace
Gallery. Born in 1963 he lives in
Ghent and is considered one the
most unique and radical sculp-
tors from Belgium. He builds his
work from rough, unpolished
waste and recovery material,
which the artist himself calls ab-
ject and amorphous.
The title of this exhibition: 
... use menace, use prayer ...

In the physical center of the Kanaal site was a large building with
a circular room, used as storage space for grain. Here, in 2000,
Anish Kapoor’s ‘At the Edge of the World’ was permanently in-
stalled. The work has become central to the collection and vision
of the Axel & May Vervoordt Foundation that was established in
2008. The foundation is the custodian for the collection of its
founders. Its mission is to preserve the art collection’s integrity for
future generations, while engaging in academic, sponsorship, and
curatorial activities.

Despite all their works, fair presentations and special exhibitions
around the world, Axel Vervoordt found time to create remarkable
exhibitions at Palazzo Fortuny in Venice. The exhibition, "Artempo:
Where Time Becomes Art" opened in 2007 to coincide with the
Venice Biennale. 

It marked Axel's first participation in the role of curator. Artempo’s
groundbreaking realisation started a ten-year partnership with
Daniela Ferretti, Director of Palazzo Fortuny, and the Fondazione
Musei Civici di Venezia.
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Left-hand page: one of the exhibition areas of the Axel & May Vervoordt Foundation at Kanaal with works by Kazuo
Shiraga 1924 -2008. Shiraga was a Japanese modern artist who belonged to the Gutai group of avant-garde artists. 
Above: a brick sculpture by acclaimed Danish artist, Per Kirkeby, in one of the authentic rough spaces of a for-
mer Belgium malting complex, a daught  er company of the group Heineken. Following two historic exhibitions of
brick sculptures at Beaux Arts, Paris (2017) and at Museum Jorn, Silkeborg (2018), this was the first exhibition
of his sculptures in Europe since the artist’s death in 2018.


